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glorifying gods and goddesses; and the ethics and the ritu-
al—all this Puranic wealth had brought uniformity of belief,
conduct and outlook to all who looked upon Bharatakhanda
as their land, and Dharma as the law in this life and the
means of salvation for the next. It had created in the
people a living sense of homogeneity, and of the continuity
of Aryan life. When the Mussalmans overran the country,
the Puranas became, in the hands of the Brahmanas, formi-
dable instruments to preserve religion and culture. The
Puranic scheme of things had universal application. A
Hindu king had a place ready in the genealogy of the Sun
or the Moon. A recently elevated Brahmana had a posi-
tion ready in the family of a venerable Rshi of Vedic anti-
quity. And the people had all the materials ready to bring
up fresh generations in the traditions of Aryan life, to pre-
serve the integrity of society, and to resist the proselytising
vigour of the foreigner.
And when the Brahmanas found the fanatical foreigner
—mleccha as they called  him—devastating their  land,
demolishing the most sacred shrines of their faith, destroy-
ing their dharma and the social structure which they be-
lieved to be eternal, they developed miraculous adaptabi-
lity. They delivered to the masses, through the medium of
their dialects, the message of the Purapas, and made the
past live again.  The Purarric revival preserved society and
culture, and directed literary energy into the channel of the
desabhasha.   It spread over the whole country, and opened
up prospects for all.   Poets received fresh  inspiration;
puranikas, a new vocation; philosophers, a new orientation.
To the village saints, it gave something to live for; and it
brought to the ordinary people, in the place of cumbrous
ritual and abstruse doctrine, bhakti, a worship full of joy
and song, dance and prayer. Every province began to work
out its cultural salvation.   Every language began to de-
velop, and its literature assumed distinctive character.
II
About the beginning of the fourteenth century, ofte of
the greatest of Indian reformers lent an active hand in
spreading the different influences then at work. His life is

